HISTORY OF

IHE CREATION

OF THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

PROYINCE OF QUEBEC

The Provincial Council of Qu6bec ptovince was created in 1965 and was the first of its
kind in the Canadian Federation of University Women. It was followed shortly by the Councils
of Saskatchewan and Ontario.

In Qu6bec, the sixties were of histotical importance. Social changeg were drastic and
implemented so fast that this period was called and still is called "the Quiet Revolution".
During these years, major changes were tqking place regarding educ3tion and social affairs
issues under-the iniiiative of lhe newly elected liberal government. Commissions were established and new reforms were discussed. Most of the topics such as education, family, health,
were of great concern to the members of CFUW. They wished to take an active role in the
decisionlprocess. But, they realized that to be heard, they had to be recognized as a provincial
association.
Already tn 1962, AFDU(Montr6al) had submitted a brief to the Parent Commission regarding the qualit:y of the French teatching in the public primary schools. But none of their members
could be nominated on the commission.
In October I962,the meeting between all the clubs of the province had the following
theme: "University Women, What-is our Future?". It was clear for all the particiPants that, unless
they set up a provincial body, it would be impossible fo them to have a voice at the provincial
government level.
In October L963, at a meeting at Shawinigan, the members studied the Bill 60 on the modification of the education system, including the creation of a provincial ministry of education. At
this meeting, it was resolved to cteate a provincial council which would reinforce the links
between thJ english and french clubs within the province and constitute a new representative
body having full visibility at the provincial govemment This resolution received the full support
of Mrs Laura Sabia which, at the time was the CFUW director fo Qu6bec and Ontario.
Following ,there is a meeting in Montr6al in lvlay 1964. Both the french and english-nalnes
of the Council ire defined: "Provincial Council of University Women's clubs- Province of
Qu6bec" and "Conseil Provincial des AFDUs- Province de Qu6bec".
At the same time, a resolution is voted as submitted by Mts Emilie Trahan. The resolution
is that the Provincial Council should be recognized as a provincial association having full right
for submitting brief on provincial matter to the government of the province and that the_prqidenl
of the Council is autornatically vice-president at the CFtlW. It was cleat to everybody that this
was not going to be easy to obtain from the Federation.
Then, Mrs Emilie Trahan took the bus to Winnipeg, the resolution in her pocket to submit
it to the CFUW executive meeting priot to the Winnipeg triennial AGM. Mrs Suzanne Coallier
joined her a little bit later. Mrs t-aura Sabia who was then president of the Fedetation _supported
iheir request. Being herself from Montr6al, she was fully awate 9f th_9 importance of the changes
in the Quebc profrnce and why it was so critical for CFUW to be able to participate to this process.

Their resolution was approved by the executive and after being proposed, was adopted at
the AGM in Winnipeg in 1964. In 1965, the Council teceived its charter from the Qu6bec government which autliorized the Council to speak on provincial matter as the representative body of
CFUW for the province. The By-Laws were proposed and approved in 1966.
lvlrs Trepanier was the first President of the Council. lvlrs Emilie Trahan and Suzanne
Coallier worked very hard with other membrs to formulate the constitution and By-Laws of the
Council. They received a lot of help and input of Mrs Monkwho had good contacts with government and who has been actually the first woman accepted at the Quebec Barreau.
Since then, the Provincial Council has been very active on many issues. lvlany bdef have
been written and submitted to various government ministries and other organizations. A few
examples:

1965 Education
L965

teforms

Recommendations to the Royal Commission for bilingualism and

biculturalism

1967 Brief to the Royal Commission for the reform of the civil
I97
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code

Brief on the issue of battled children which included a
recommendation for the creation of an organization dedicated to
the young's protection. This was done after the presentation
of this brief to the justice minister.

L982 Resolution on pornography

